PRESS RELEASE
International Conference “Promoting fair trade in Vietnam”
Hanoi, December 8 2015
Within the framework of project “Promoting fair trade in Vietnam” sponsored by EU, implemented by Vietnam Rural Industries Research and Development Institute in collaboration with Vietnam Tea Association, Vietnam Coffee-Cocoa Association and Vietnam Handicraft Exporters Association, an international conference called “Promoting fair trade in Vietnam” will commence. 
Though Vietnam is an agricultural country with high output of agricultural and handicraft products, exports and trade are still difficult for farmers due to low quality labors, limit in approaching market, non-certified quality and processing procedures, instability in prices. Fair trade will help improving and developing more business opportunities for local producers in mountainous and rural Vietnam to participate and expand to international market, together with establishing better production model and responsible consumption. Fair trade potential for tea, coffee, cocoa, spices and handicraft industries is still vast. However, how to exploit all that potential and develop fair trade need endeavors from the whole community including producers, consumers, customers, business-owners, and policy-makers to develop production and to guarantee farmers’ rights, for a more fair trade agriculture.  
International conference “Promoting Fair Trade in Vietnam” focuses on 3 main contents (1) Reality and potential for fair trade certification for 5 industries: tea, coffee, cocoa, spices and handicraft in Vietnam; (2) Proposals for policies and action program in order to develop fair trade for 5 industries (3) International fair trade certification for agricultural and handicraft products in Vietnam (FLO and WFTO). The conference gathers different ideas from international specialists on fair trade, representatives from associations, businesses, managers and researchers so as to form a more specific and viable direction for the business community in Vietnam and especially for the 5 industries in the work of developing fair trade. 
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